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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 

PCT/ES2005/000031 



Box No. I 



Basis of this opinion 



1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

PI This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language 

, which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under 

- Rule 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino add sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the basis ot: 

type of material 
| | a sequence listing 
| | tablets) related to the sequence listing 

format of material 
j | in written format 
| | in computer readable form 
time of tiling/furnishing 

| | contained in the international application as filed. 

| | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
| | furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

filed or docs not go beyond the applicaiion as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 
4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 
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2. Citations and explanations: 

Documents taken into consideration: 



Doc 


Publication or Identification No 


Pub . date 


Dl 


US 6647684 Bl 


18 November 2003 


D2 


US 2002/0148129 Al 


17 October 2002 


D3 


GB 2309042 A 


16 July 1997 



The present application relates to a modular access floor 
covering, designed to cover a flat, preferably horizontal 
surface. Claim 1 states that said covering is 
characterized in that "it. consists of sections of 
hexagonal shape whose long sides are straight and 
parallel while the ends of the four remaining sides are 
positioned in pairs at an angle of 90° and incorporating, 
at each of the ends of the shorter sides, a recess having 
similar dimensions to those of a tongue positioned on the 
adjacent side, and the bodies being sub-divided into two 
trapezoidal areas by means of a . longitudinal rib which 
has a longitudinal split line along its sides". Claim 2, 
which is dependent on claim 1, claims the incorporation 
of "laminar constituent elements of the covering" between 
the elements characterized in claim 1 which "make up a 
quadrangular lattice". 
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Internationa] application No. 

PCT/ES2005/000031 



Box No; V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis,i(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Document Dl is regarded as the closest prior art to the 
subject matter of both claims, and discloses elements 
which, when joined, form a quadrangular lattice that 
serves as a support frame for the "laminar constituent 
elements of the covering" as claimed in claim 2 of the 
•application (column 1, lines 47-49 and lines 65 and 66 
and figures 1 and 4) . 

Likewise, each of these elements is "of hexagonal shape" 
arid its "long sides are straight and parallel while the 
ends of the four remaining sides are positioned in pairs 
at an angle of 90°" (column 1, lines 50-52 and figures) . 
Each of the ends of the smaller sides has a hollow or 
hole having "similar dimensions" to a peg "positioned on 
the adjacent side" (column 1, lines 53-55 and figures) . 
Although the application mentions a "recess" and "tongue" 
and in this document there are a peg and a hole, the 
difference between them does not involve any inventive 
step but, in fact, the use of recesses and tongues like 
those used in the application is common in the technical 
field of the invention, both for the joining of flooring 
tiles and even for the joining of elements forming the 
frame of an access floor covering, as can be seen in D3, 
figure 2. 

Again with reference " to the features claimed in claim 1 
of the application, the "bodies" or sections are sub- 
divided "into two trapezoidal areas by a longitudinal 
rib", a feature which is also present in document Dl (see 
figures) . 
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International application No. 

PCT/ES2005/000031 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statern ent 

While all these features are present in claim 1, there is 
also another feature not present in Dl f which is that it 
"has a longitudinal split Mine along its sides". However, 
these features have already been used for the same 
purpose in document 02, page 3, paragraph 49 and figure 
9. It would therefore be obvious for the person skilled 
in the art, especially when seeking to obtain the same 
result, to apply these features with corresponding effect 
to document Dl, in such a way as to arrive at what is 
claimed in claim 1. Therefore, the subject matter of 
claim 1 does not involve an inventive step (PCT 
Article 33 (3) ) . 



Dependent claim 2 does not contain any feature which, in 
combination with the features of claim 1 on which it 
depends, meets the requirements of the PCT in respect of 
novelty and/or inventive step, for the reasons explained 
above with respect to document Dl. 
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International application No. 

PCT/ES2 005/0 00031 



Box No. VII Cerluin delects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 

In accordance with PCT Rule 10.2, the terminology and 
signs must be consistent throughout the application. This 
requirement is not met owing to the use of the terms 
"sections" and "bodies" for the same feature (see claim 
1) . 
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2 FURTHER ACTION 






If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will be considered to be a wntten opinion of the 
International Preliminary Examining Authority ("IPHA") except that this does not apply where the applicant chooses an Authority other 
than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notified the International Bureau under Rule 66Abis(b) that written opinions of 


this International Searching Authority will not be so considered. 
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For further options, see Form PCT/IS A/220. 
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Box No. I Basis 0/ this opinion 


1. 


With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

1 1 This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language 

, which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under 




Rule 12.3 and 23. 1(b)). 




2. ' 


With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 




a. type of material 






[_J a sequence listing 






| | table(s) related to the sequence listing 






b. format of material 






| | in written format 
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c. time of tiling/furnishing 






[ contained in the international application as filed. 






[~ ] filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 






| | furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. ^ 




3. 


1 1 In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table(s) relating thereto has been filed or 

furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that tn the application as 

filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 
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2. Citations and explanations: 

Documents taken into consideration: 



DOC 


Publication or Identification No 


Pub . date 


Dl 


US 6647684 Bl 


18 November 2003 


D2 


US 2002/0148129 Al 


17 October 2002 


D3 


GB 2309042 A 


16 July 1997 



The present application relates to a modular access floor 
covering, designed to cover a flat, preferably horizontal 
surface. Claim 1 states that said covering is 
characterized in that "it consists of sections of 
hexagonal shape whose long sides are straight and 
parallel while the ends of the four remaining sides are 
positioned in pairs at an angle of 90° and incorporating, 
at each of the ends of the shorter sides, a recess having 
similar dimensions to those of a tongue positioned on the 
adjacent side, and the bodies being sub-divided into two 
trapezoidal areas by means of a longitudinal rib which 
has a longitudinal split line along its sides". Claim 2, 
which is dependent on claim 1, claims the incorporation 
of "laminar constituent elements of the covering" between 
the elements characterized in claim 1 which "make up a 
quadrangular lattice". 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industriol applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Document Dl is regarded as the closest prior art to the 
subject matter of both claims, and discloses elements 
which, when joined, form a quadrangular lattice that 
serves as a support frame for the "laminar constituent 
elements of the covering" as claimed in claim 2 of the 
application (column. 1, lines 47-49 and lines 65 and 66 
and figures 1 and 4) . 

Likewise, each of these elements is "of hexagonal shape" 
and its "long sides are straight and parallel while the 
ends of the four remaining sides are positioned in pairs 
at an angle of 90°" (column 1, lines 50-52 and figures) . 
Each of the ends of the smaller sides has a hollow or 
hole having "similar dimensions" to a peg "positioned on 
the adjacent side" (column 1, lines 53-55 and figures)." 
Although the application mentions a "recess" and "tongue" 
and in this document there are a peg and a hole, the 
difference between them does not involve any inventive 
step but, in fact, the use of recesses and tongues like 
those used in the application is common in the technical 
field of the invention, both for the joining of flooring 
tiles and even for the joining of elements forming the 
frame of an access floor covering, as can be seen in D3, 
figure 2. 

Again with reference to the features claimed in claim 1 
of the application, the "bodies" or sections are sub- 
divided "into two trapezoidal areas by a longitudinal 
rib", »a feature which is also present in document Dl (see 
figures) . 
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Internationa] application No. 

PCT/ES2005/000031 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 



While all these features are present in claim 1, there is 
also another feature not present in Dl f which is that it 
"has a longitudinal split line along its sides". However, 
these features have already been used for the same 
purpose in document D2, page 3, paragraph 4 9 and figure 
9. It would therefore be obvious for the person skilled 
in the art, especially when seeking to obtain the same 
result, to apply these features with corresponding effect 
to document Dl, in such a way as to arrive at what is 
claimed in claim 1. Therefore, the subject matter of 
claim 1 does not involve an inventive step (PCT 
Article 33 (3) ) . 

Dependent claim 2 does not contain any feature which, in 
combination with the features of claim 1 on which it 
depends, meets the requirements of the PCT in respect of 
novelty and/or inventive step, for the reasons explained 
above with respect to document Dl . 
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PCT/ES2005/000031 



Box No. VH Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 

In accordance with PCT Rule 10.2, the terminology and 
signs must be consistent throughout the application. This 
requirement is not met owing .to the use of the terms 
"sections'' and "bodies" for the same feature (see claim 
1) - 
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